THE   SWEDISH  GENDARMERIE
*They showed strong inclination to oppose any idea of
having a road, iron or otherwise, anywhere except along the
old caravan route.
'Two Bairanwand thieves were caught last night making
a hole in the wall of an adjacent dwelling with a view to
entering the courtyard of our house. News was also received
that the gendarmes had executed 14 of the persons captured
in Burujird, including one or two undoubtedly innocent
persons, Khurramabadis; a paper signed by the local authori-
ties in Burujird and countersigned by me relating to one of
them unfortunately arrived too late. Another man, a Buru-
jird tradesman Kambarbegi, was about to be executed when
a similar paper also countersigned by me reached Sultanabad;
he was at once released. These blue-eyed Swedes are much
mistaken if they think to improve matters in Ltrristan by
raiding a town and hanging a few odd Lurs who are no more
guilty than their fellows of any particular offence, and in
some cases are plainly innocent.
*My own position in Luristan and that of 'the British
generally has suffered greatly, as it is everywhere known that
the gendarmes are our own creation and are supported by us
and Russia. I strongly suspect that the Persian Government
in Tehran are not ill content at this by-product of Anglo-
Russian diplomacy and I, in my turn, am more than ever
doubtful of the efficacy of a policy of intervention, in which
I once believed. Persia must work out her own salvation in
her own way; dreadful mistakes will be made and sore
injustices will be suffered, but they will be less intolerable
than at our hands.
*The news had an unfortunate effect on the morning
meeting of the Bala Gariweh chiefs and we made no progress.
6 One evening I went to Beglerbegi's house to meet a
selected deputation of the Bala Gariweh chiefs. They were
prepared, in so far as our affairs were concerned, to sink their
tribal feuds and to give hostages in Dizful for their good
behaviour. If Shaikh Khazal supported railway construction,
they would do likewise; if not they would oppose it: whatever
terms "Khazal" (as they always call him) agreed to they
would also agree to {a rhetorical flourish not to be taken
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